NIGHT SKY
CURRICULUM  ETE

Introduction

Welcome to the the Astronomy Curriculum, made
for tour guides, park rangers, camp groups, and
teachers. This curriculum will help you, and the
hikers you're guiding, to better understand the

night sky.
Step 2: Orbit Activity

This activity is preferred to be done before it
gets dark in order to point out things in the % Decertior 2.1

Step 1: Ask students

+ What interests you about the night sky?
» What do you know so far?
* What do you want to learn?

night sky. S
Begin by forming a circle around one
person which will be the Sun. Explain that
the circle represents the orbit of the Earth
around the sun ) -k L1
Have 4 people in every quarter of the circle Vol eainoe
holding the dates of the solstices and
equinoxes.

Instruct everyone to find where their birthday is in the Earth's orbit

Begin by asking the group what a full day is. Instruct them to imagine they are planet Earth and to rotate
one day on Earth. Next ask the group to try and find “midday” and then “Midnight” by spinning to face
the sun for midday and spinning and face away from the sun for midnight.

Continue the task by talking about the Earth's orbit. The path that the earth takes around the sun is
called its orbit and one orbit is one year or 365.25 days.

Instruct one person “orbit’ the sun once.

The Earth's orbit allows us to see different constellations at different times of the year and the path that
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Solstice

the Earth takes is called the ecliptic. G
For example, in December at night the Earth wern  Tyieo: ]
is in position to see the constellation - oS~
Gemini, but not in position to see e /
Sagittarius. However, in June, the Earth will SGO APIO, .24

be in position to see Sagittarius at night, but SAGITTARIUS
not Gemini.
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